
Care Proceedings Query

Cases in care proceedings have increased slightly over the last few months. The 
following report shows the breakdown of that increase.

In November there was a step change in the number of Children in care 
proceedings from 36 children in October to 43 in November (a 19% increase). 

This increase was the result of a change in the size of sibling groups, as the 
number of families in care proceedings increased by 1 (5%).

The number of children and families in care proceedings had been increasing 
gradually since May 2018; however this trend has reversed over the past 2 
months, with the number of both families and children, returning to levels 
seen in October. 



This reduction in the numbers of families in care proceedings over the past 2 
months, reflects an increase in the number of children and families completing 
care proceedings during that time. 

Between September and November 2019, only 3 children’s care proceedings 
were completed (3 children from 3 families), whilst 13 children’s care 
proceedings were completed between December 2019 and February 2020 (13 
children from 6 families). 



In November 2019, 7 children were recorded as ‘issued, but no initial 
hearing/order yet’, this number is inconsistent with previous months. 
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Since November, the majority of cases concluded with Care orders, SGOs and 
Supervision orders (87%), whilst in first half of the year, the majority of 
proceedings concluded with supervision orders (71%)

12

11

5

21
1

3

3

4

1

1

1

4

11
1

April May
June

July

Augu
st

Se
ptember

Octo
ber

Nove
mber

Dece
mber

Jan
uary

Fe
bruary

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

No Order

Supervision Order Only

Child Arrangement Order

Child Arrangement Order and 
Supervision Order

SGO

SGO and Supervision Order

Care Order

Care Order and Placement Order

Number of children by outcome

N
o.

 o
f C

hi
ld

re
n

Data source: service-held spreadsheets


